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FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
LETTER V. ‘ 
TO“ THE REV. DR.” MILNOR, OF N. Y. 


Sir:—I now resume the subject of your 
« miracle,” at the point where I left it, in my 
last, and I will commence the examination by 
an extract from your story, as told in the 
% Christian Almanac.” 

“ Here, said the Revs Dr. Milnor, of New York, 
as he related this account at the meeting of the Tract 
Society in Boston, here I must stop ; for I should not 
have dared to have related the circumstance, but for 
what follows. The woman was buried, but the Tract 
was left beliind. It was read by the family ; and the 
consequence was, that by the means of her death, 
and the little Tract, five individuals, out of the seven 
who composed the family, were awakened, and e- 
ventually, were hopefully converted unto Christ.— 
They have since brought forth fruits meet for repent- 
ance, and these five persons look upon that Tract as 
the instrument, in the hands of God, of their conver- 
sion.” . 

This extract closes your story, and we will 
now look a little into its import. You say, Sir, 
that you would not have dared to relate the sto- 
ry of the woman’s miraculous death, &c. but 
for what followed. The cause of this singu- 
lar fear, on your part, we know not, but a 
knowledge of it would be highly satisfactory to 
every inquiring mind, and I regret that you 
have left us destitute of such knowledge, which, 
one would naturally suppose, was so easy of 
gommunication, to the individual thus affected. 
Are we to suppose that the thought for an in- 
stant crossed your mind, that the man who was 
going about the streets and highways throwing 
such books into people’s enclosures as actually 
scared them to death, should, of right, be con- 
fined until his mental faculties were restored 
to him, in their original perfection? Religious 
madness, as it is often called, that is, delixium 

produced by superstition, is often of the most 
distressing kind ; and t know not what this 
fear of yours can be attributed to, unless it is 
to the fact that the man was mad, and therefore 
you were ashamed to speak of his deeds as 
worthy of example, or that he was a zealot net 





yet crazed, and therefore liable to conviction 
by thelaws of his country, for the crime of 
manslaughter. 

This “ Tract,” and the woman’s death, you 
tell us, “converted” five out of seven who 
composed the family. This word “ convert- 
ed” is a very equivocal one, and we may do 
well to examine it with some care. sohnson 
says its meaning, in religious matters,is “ to 
change from one religion tv another.” This 
renders us naturally anxious to learn what was 
the religion of these five persons, before their 
conversion ? You have left us entirely in the 
dark respecting this; and for aught that ap- 
pears in your account, they might have been 
worshippers of Juggernaut, of a stone Idol, of 
the Sun, of an Alligator, or of John Calvin ! 
They might have believed in the doctrine of 
Mahomed, Jemima Wilkinson, Martin Luther, 
the Pope of Rome, the King of England (who 
is the head of the Episcopal Church) or in the 
doctrine of the Bible and Jesus Christ. The 
same difficulty which prevents our ascertaining 
what their religion was before conviction, na- 
turally debars us from all knowledge respecting 
that to whiclrthey ga¥e assent after the change. 
It is true you say, converted “unto Christ,” 
but this gives no clue to the belief they em- 
braced. 

One other feature of the case is also obscure. 
You say the woman’s death was one cause of 
these conversions. How this could have bees 
isa matter of some curiosity, at least. What 
had the woman’s death to do with the adopt- 
ing or discarding any set of religious opinions? 
These five persons were not ignorant that the 
human race are all mortal, At least, you do 
not say they were, and the presumption is they 
knew the fact that men do die. Where, then, 
could arise the effect you have mentioned ? 1 
find myself unable to solve the query, and I 
therefore confess my ignorance—in which, I 
verily believe, I shall be joined by every read- 
er. 


I am of opinion that your fear made your 
TALE (for, really it can lay no possible claim 
to a milder or more dignificd name) unnecessa- 
rily tragical. I see no cause for killing the wo- 
man at the time and in the manner you have. 
She might better have been kept alive, in the 
story, and converted with the other five. This 
would have added one more to your list of con- 
verts, and the story would have been just as 
good a miracle as it now is, 

Yours, 
P. 
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We copy thefollowing essay from the “ Univer- 
salist,” published at Philadelphia, for the ex- 
press use and benefit of all those who sup- | 
pose that religion consists in. ranting-meet- 
ings and divers other meetings where noise 
and tumult constitute the essence of their 


devotion. 
ST. JOHN, 4 cu. 22 ver. 
“ Ye worship, ye know not what.” 

This was addressed to the woman of Sama- 
ria, at the well of Sychar, the ancient Sychem, 
This woman had applied to our Saviour to set- 
tle the great question in controversy between 
the Jews and Samaritans, which was the prop- 
er place of worship, Jerusalem.or Mount Geri- 
zem. He informs her of the approaching time, 
when neither in Jerusalem nor yet in that 
mountain should the Father be worshipped, and 
adds, “ ye worship ye know not what.” 

The following fact, related in 2 Kings xvii, 
will assist us in understanding this declaration : 
The Samaritans were a mingled race, com-| 
pounded. of different nations : for on the cap- 
tivity of the ten tribes called Israel, as distin- 
guished from the two tribes of Judah and Ben- | 
jamin,who were called Jews, the King of Assyria | 
transplanted people from Babylon and_ other | 
places, who became the inhabitants of the | 
country, together with the few Israelites who | 
remained. - These people brought their re- | 





spective religions with them, Which, mixing | 


with the remaining notiens of the true God | 
preserved by the inhabitants of the country, 
constituted in time a singular admixture of The- 
ism and Polytheism—of true religion and hea- 
then superstition, which in the last verse of the 
above named chapter is thus described :—* So 
these nations feared the Lord, and served their 
graven images.” 

Now if this was not the worship of they knew 
not what, it will be difficult to form an idea of 
worship and ignorance. 

This description is suited to different ages of 
the world ; for it is not alittle remarkable, that 
to “ fear the Lord and serve graven images,” 
has often been the misfortune of worshippers, 
pleading much better information than the Sa- 
maritans enjoyed. How literally this has oc- 
curred in the papal church, where image wor- 
ship was in fact the service of Christians, while 
leheeah was the object of ostensible fear, we 
need not stop to prove. But there is a spiritu- 
ality in-this kind of worship, where, though the 
image is not carved or graven, itis still the 
creation of fancy, the child of imagination.— 
Thus, if tosome proper and true notions of the 
Deity, is added others of an opposite or, unbe- 
coming character, and such being is supposed 
an object of fear and worship, such worship is 
ignorantly tendered—it ‘is the worship of an 
image, as effectually as though made of wood or 
stone, aw 

Now this is done by the great majority of 
Christians. ~ With the partial knowledge of 





| more the subject of sovereign love. 
is taught in all this ? 
, than that man has changed from purity to sin, 


God—with some rational and worthy concep. 
tions of his natare and attributes, they constant. 
ly and habitually (for I will not say intention- 
ally) associate others, that would degrade any 
heathen deity in the extended catalogue of 
mythological folly. If this proposition is not 
sufficiently clear to carry conviction of its truth, 
it certainly admits ofa most ample illustration, 
some particulars of which follow : 

1. Every thing we know of the Deity, from 
his works and his words, assures us of his im- 
mutability : and that he changes not, is admit- 
ted and professed by Christians of every name. 
All this is well, and is a most worthy notion of 
Him, who, as he is necessarily guided by infi- 
nite wisdom, can have ne motive of change, 
and cannot do so without a violation of the 
first principle ef his nature, and that which in 
a distinguished sense constitutes him supreme, 
and'the proper object of all religious reverence, 
But when particularizing the effects of sin, and 
the process of grace and redemption, the Deity 
is represented as changing from love to hatred, 
and from hatred to love. For we are told, 
very truly, that when God created man—when 
He beheld this image of’ himself in Adam, he 
loved him.** When this object of Divine affec- 
tion became a transgressor, we are on the con- 
trary assured, that he also became one of hat- 
red—that Jehovah really hated and abhorred 
the man, and prospectively all his sinful and 
unborn race, . But by. the power and,spirit of 
the gospel, man is once more restored from the 
corruption of kis nature, to the love of holiness, 
the faith of Jesus, and to the love and veuera- 
tion of God—in one word, he is regenerated.— 
He is made by this astonishing process once 
Now what 
Neither more nor less, 


and from sin again to the love of holiness, and 
that the immutable Jehovah has changed as ot- 
fen. 

2. The genius and nature of the gospel sys- 
tem, as well asthe express language of the 
New Testament, clearly and effectually teach- 
es, that it originatedin Divine love. Yet this 
plain and interesting truth is so singularly per- 
verted, as thatthe entire benefits of the gra- 
cious gospel, and even its very revelation to the 
world, are ascribed indirectly at least to the 
wrath of God... The manner in which this is 
done, is by supposing, that the Deity was so in- 
censed against sin, as that nothing short of the 
infinite sufferings of the whole human race, or 
those of an infinite substitute, could appease 
him. If this thirst for vengeance—this vindic- 
tive demand of sufferings in honor of a violated 
law, ‘were . really the cause of the advent’ of 
Christ, the blessings of the gospel can by no 
force of construction be properly ascribed to 
Jove. . For the human race are represented as 
being the objects of eternal wrath, from which 
the Son of God is supposed to have saved them 


simply by suffering—not indeed eternally, but 


what was equal, infinitely. This admitted, and 
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the whole foundation of gospel grace is infinite 
wra th. 

3. The proper subject of riligious homage, 
gratitude and praise, is manifestly the Father 
of Spirits—the one living and true God, from 
whom cometh down “every good and 
every perfect gift.” This is readily admitted ; 
but, as if recollecting that the gospel originated 
in the claims of vindictive justice, and that all 
its benevolence even in revelation is in the Me- 
diator, who breasted the shafts of vengeance, 
and endured the full burden of misery, that 
man might live: he has been associated with 
the Father in such intimacy of union, that He 
who alone could receive no honor, becomes a 
recipient of a moicty of praisé for the gift of 
salvation. For if we only escaped the unfeel- 
ing severities of endless dammation, by the e- 
qual sufferings of the Redeemer, no reason can 
be given why he who paid our debt of misery, 
should not receive the gratitude so important a 
favor must demand : and on the contrary, no 
reason can be given, why He who only requit- 
ed our sufferings should receive any gratitude 
for the immortal favor of salvation conferred 
on us by another. -That thanksgiving should 
not be wholly abstracted from the. Deity, the 
amalgamation of Son and Father seems neces- 
sary ; and hence by thé supposition of the en- 
tire unity of the two ep that praise is half 
consistent which is offered to both, though due 
only to one. 

4. The goodness of God, when considered 
abstractly, is universally acknowledged. And 
yet, strange as it may seem, Ile is more gen- 
erally represented as infinitely cruel—nay, as 
having designed, from all past eternity, the 
greatest conceivable evil—an evil infinitely a- 
above the capacity of any created being to pro- 
duce. 

The manner in which this is effected, is as 
extraordinary as itis unreasonable. A being 
called man is constituted, susceptible of perfect 
bliss orunutterable anguish, and it was known, 
if not decreed, that a great portion of his race 
should suffer the inexpressible agonies of mise- 
ry, without end, and without mitigation. ~ Let 
it be reduced to the capacity of a created being 
to foresee or plan a system of misery equal to 
his ability, and which was in his power to pro- 
vide against by foresight, or prevent by a sin- 
gle determination ; and if he did not prevent 
it, we should, without any hesitation, pro- 
nounce him a malicious and wicked being.— 

And indeed this is the very notion which fixes 
the reproach ofevil or malicious intention, and 
the universal rule by which it is applied. If 
that which is evil, malicious, and gruel in de- 
gree, in us, be infinitely exerted by the Crea- 
tor, it is infinite malice and cruelty in him ;— 
and no sophistry, no evasion, can avert the 
force of such a conclusion. 

These particulars constitute but a smalf num- 

ber out of many which might be adduced, to 
show, that with the acknowledgment of gener- 


ed notions unworthy of him, and @ven contra- 
dictory to the most obvious perfections of his 
nature. And what is this, but fearing the 
Lord, and worshipping and serving graven im- 
ages—what but the worship of ye know not 
what ? ‘ . 

2. A second important consideration is, the 
condition of the worshippers, who worship they 
know not what : and this condition is charac- 
terised by inconsistency and unhappiness. 

1. The inconsistency of this description of 
worshippers is interestingly described in 1 
Kings, xviii. 26—28, where the prophets of 
Baal, in the office of worship, “ leaped upon 
the altar,” and “ cried aloud, aud cut them- 
selves with knives and lancets, till the blood 
gushed out upon them?’ Here it should be re- 
marked, that the conduct of these worshippers 
plainly showstheir total want of conviction, 
that a calm and rational worship would be ac- 
ceptable. Hence all is extravagance, effort, 
and inconsistency. They leaped upon the al- 
tar. Can arational mind suppose the Deity 
particularly pleased with mere bodily exertion, 
violent gesticulation! They cried aloud, as if 
the object of devotion was at a distance, or, as 
Plijah sarcastically represented, was taking a 
nap.. They cut themselves with knives, proba- 
bly to excite the compassion and sympathy of 
their Deity, though in the mind of the real 
prophet of the Lord, it could excite no feeling 
but contempt, The heathens were accustomed 
to proceed to expostulations with their divini- 
ties, and —_ to taunts and insults—and some 
even ventured to pull the beard’ of Jupiter ! 

I will not disgust you with the detail of the 
sickly and offensive, yet ridiculous,devotions of 
some popish blind fidler, grating inharmonious 
discord before the statue of the Virgin and in- 
carnate infant, expecting heaven and eternal 
blessedness’as the reward of his well-meant la- 
bors : nor excite your pity, while contemplat- 
ing some skin-clothed maniac, mounted on his 
marble rostrum thirty cubits, which for the hon- 
or of humanity had been -well exchanged for 
the gibbet of Haman. No; we have religious 
follies, and superstitious observances, and as- 
cetic lunacy, and vociferous moanings, and an- 
tic gesticulations im modern times, sufficient to 
illustrate all that has been assumed on this sub- 
ject... The charities of Christianity would ap- 
propriate to the temporal necessities of suffer- 
ing humanity, have been coldly scowled into 
contempt, as the mere unsanctified fruits of 
cold and formal morality ; while the pure and 
unsullied joys of Paradise have been promised 
as a gloriousreward of some trifling gratuity 
made in support of missions. Nor need the 
childish sacrifices to secure these objects, be 
more than named, toshow that they are the 
remains of monkish austerity, propagated with 
jesuitical skill, and produttive only of an accu- 
mulation of the already too numerous speci- 
mens of huinan weaknessand clerical presump- 
tion. - 





al attributes worthy of God, men have associat- 


Since the days of the French prophets, 


















76 
dreams, and e@yen faintings, have borne the hal- 
lowed name of sanctification ;-and noise, and 
rant, and confusion, have been construed into 
Chrisuan simplicity and sober zeal. And this 





frantic spirit of delusion is perhaps never more | 
conspicuous, than when indulged during the ' 


fashionable excitemhents of what is denominated 
—an awakening. 


2. The unhappiness of such as worship,they. | 
The first obvious misery of | 


know not what. 
such as worship they know not what, is, their 
perpetual fear that tHeir worship will not be ac- 
ceptable. This, among the heathens, gave rise 
to the most costly and painful sacrifices: it 
will be very difficult to conceive of any other 
important aad influential motive, that could in- 
duce a mother to yield up her tender offspring, 
a sacrifice to placate an imaginary deity. If 
any office, rite, or victim, could have been sup- 
posed sufficient, such offerings would never haye 
been made ; but the fear that nothing short of 
this could be acceptable, or if so, sufficient to 
atone for “ the sin of the soul,” induced the 
horrid practice of immolating even “a first 
born.” It is scarcely necessary to remark here, 
that the common doctrine of atonement»savors 
strongly of this heathefish dogma. Certainly 
as face answers to face, so does the doctrine, 
that Jesus was sacrificed to appease and placate 
the Father, correspond to the heathen eustom 
of offering children to Moloch, to appease his 
wrath. But this fear, which induces such cost- 
ly sacrifices, is only one of many miseries that 
afflict the souly How dreadful must be the 
condition of that parent, who, satisfied that 
nothing less than the immolation of his child 
can atone for his own sins, or please his God, 
tears the helpless victim from his bosom, to 
meurn through life the sad necessity that doom- 
ed him to griefin time, or despair and misery 
hereafter! At best, it was but a choice of e- 
vils ; and the practice which obtained ensured 
a present one here, to avoid what was future 
and uncertain. 

But is there nothing resembling this in the 
worship of the great body of Christians who 
maintain the peculiar doctrines khave enumer- 
ated ? Do they betray no fears, that their wor- 
ship and obedience may not prove acceptable? 
And if possible to render it worthy of Divine 
approbation, do not parents profess an acqui- 
escence in the future and interminable mise- 
ries of their children ? Do they not even sol- 
emnly avow their entire willingness to be them- 
selves cast out from the abodes of mercy, and 
consigned to never-ending despair and misery, 
for the glory of God? Heathenism never fur- 
nished a broader outline of fear, ‘and doubt, 
and pain—the family group in the picture of 
superstition and religious misery, than is thus 
presented in the confessions of Christian wor- 
shippers. Constantly tormented with fear on 
one hand, and pain and sorrow on the other, 
“ they have no rest day nor night.” Hence 
futurity is uncertainty to them, and the pres- 
ent a scene of sorrow. Dejection hangs upou 
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the spirit, clouds the features with gloom, rend. 
ers life a burden, death a terror, and immortal. 
ity itself becomes in prospect barely a bless 
ing. 

How different from all this, the object of 
worship, the worship itself, and feelings ofhim, 
who feels that he approaches a Father in his 
God; who is assured that his well-meant servi- 
ces will be approved, and his sincere devotions 
accepted ; who views life a blessing, his rela. 
tionships as so many sources of enjoyment, 
death the end of sorrows, pains, and cares, 
and eternity as the final, blessed, and immortal 
home of all rational and. moral beings. The 
object of his praise is one God, the duties of 
his life obedience, his present life joy, and his 
spirit and his hope$ rest in heaven. 
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“THE THING As 1T 18.°—Job. 








A STRANGE SERMON. 
(Contisued fram page 67.} 

It has, fortime out of mind, been the custom af 
theologians to speaik frequently in public upon the 
characterofGod. But this, like many other subjects, 
is often dwelt upon more with a view to be fashiona- 
ble, than for any'good purpose. As if it were a mat- 
ter of mere form, we often hear about the communi- 
cable and incommunicable, the natural and moral 
perfections of Deity, which are generally explained 
in the manner and form suited to the speaker’s mode 
of faith. Jndeed if we may form an opinion from the 
jarring and incoherent dogmas which are abroad in 
the earth, we may suppose, that christians, have as 
many gods as were ever enumerated in the cata 
logues ofheathenism. But afterall that has been 
said and done, or left undone, there is yet one God, 
eternal and unchangeable in his every perfection. — 
The character of this God, I desire to understand 
as it is, and as it is exhibited in his works, and in 
his word. I would not, for the paltry consid- 
eration of this world’s honors, nor from any respec: 
to any man’s creed, trespass against my conscienc 
or the light of reason and revelation, in order to 
mould the character of my Maker into something 
which shall resemble the platform ofmy ancestors ! 
No, let me take things, as they are furnished by the 
great ae of universal nature, and when, from 
these materials, I shall have raised my building o! 
faithJet me dwell therein, undisturbed with what the 
world may thiok abou! me! I would go back to the 
fountain from whence I originated, and after. having 
contemplated on the threshold of eternity, the won- 
der-working God of my salvation, I would gladly be- 
gin again the jourpey of life, refreshed and renewed 
by the balsam of paace,to a state of comparative inne- 
cence ! 

The incommunicable attributes or perfections ¢’ 
Deity, are such, as there is no appearance or shadow 
of, in men. Among these may be reckoned his in- 
dependence, immutability, immensity and eternity. 
He is independent, because his existence is underi- 
ved : he is immutable because he is immortal and 
cannot be decomposed : be is eternal because he 
never had a beginning and can never have an end.— 
But for finite beings to multiply words upon a sub- 
ject so far beyond the reach of their comprehension is 
presumptuous. It isenough for us to know, that God 
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is the same yesterday, to-day and forever,—that he 
changeth not,—that he is from everlasting to ever- 
lasting, and that a thousand years, are, with him, as a 
day, and one day as a thousand years, 

But the moral perfections of Deity, comprize a 
subject, in its nature inexhaustible; one, on which 
we may reflect, until death shall remove the curtain 
which now hides his loveliness from our view ;—a 
subject, upon whch even angels may delight to. con- 
template, and which, doubtless will employ the 
tongues and excite the gratituce of unnumbered mil 
fious, ina world without end. Toa cansideration, 
then, of this subject, I now invite you, my hearers, 
animated with the gladsome hope, that our honest 
researches will eventuate in lasting good. 

And 1. The goodness of God. That goodness is a 
distinguishing moral attribute of Deity, isa fact, de- 
nied by none. It will therefore be useless for me to 
labor to prove the truth of a proposition, which has 
for ages been admitted by all christians as an incon- 
trovertible fact. I might perhaps iudulge in an enu- 
meration of some of those evidences which present 
themselves to the mind at every step in the journéy 
of life, in support of this proposition and possibly some 
might derive advantage fram such an attempt, but 
the task, like the being t6 whom we attribute this 
attribute, is infinite. Wemay therefore, admire at 
the ten thousand evidences of his goodness, but we 
must content ourselves with saying, that every thing, 
with which we are acquainted, demonstrates the fact, 
that the Lord is good; amgnot only so, but also, 
that he is infinite im.goodness. In relation to this 
subject, we may dakite instruction from the admira-} 
ble organization of all the works of his hands. Our 
bodies, like an instrument of ten thansand strings ; 
our world, producing its annual increase; the heav- 
enly bodies, performing their trackless but well-or- 
dered revolutions ; in a word, all nature ‘with her 
variety of charms speak, in mild and pleasing lan- 
guage, that goodness eternal, directed alunighty pow- 
er, in every work of his hand. Add to this the de- 
lightful convictiou, that God, our heavenly Father, is 
the Giver of our moral and intellectual powers, and 
we are lost in admiration! Allour sympathetic feel- 
ings; all our friendly wishes and desires; all our 
emotions of love and affection, are produced by the 
Lord. Possessed of these precious gifts from God to 
man, we enjoy, at.times, white bere on. earth, a fore- 
tasie of that better portion, promised in the Gospel of 
Christ. From whence, let me ask, originated the 
ability and disposition to love our friends ? Who taught 
us how to love our neighbor? And who is it, that has 
sometimes filled our mouths with a prayer for blessings 
upon the heads of our enemies ? The Lord, the Lord 
God, who is abundant in goodness and truth, hath 
thus multiplied our blessings and thus promoted our 
happiness, 

This concurs with, but falls short of the sentiment 
included by the sweet singer of Israel. “The Lord 
i$ good unto all.” Ps. cxly. 9. 

It being admitted, then, that the Lord is good, we. 
will proceed to consider in what his goodness con- 
sists. And while we are engaged in a consideration 
of this part of onr general subject I would earnestly 
request the candid hearer to bear constantly in mind, 
that, the God, whose perfections we are endeavoring 
to understand, hath expressly declared of a sinner, of 
whose nature we all partake, “ behold he has become 
as one of us, to know good and evil.” Gen. iii. 22.— 
Perhaps this exhortation 1s unnecessary, but possibly 
some may have been told by professed preachers of 
the gospel, that sinners are incapable of judging for 
themselves in reiation to affairs of this nature. But 
toall who would be wise, I would say, hear, consider, 
investigate, and judge for yourselves. You are as 





capable of laying down positions and drawing conclu- 
sions as your speaker or any one else, and I beg of 
ts to another, who 

eor profit from 


you all, not to give up your ri 
possibly may abuse your con 
your credulity. : . 

In what, then does the goodness of God consists ? 

1. It consists in producing light ‘and heat, day and 
night, together with the variety of seasons, and all 
beasts, catile, and creeping things that live, move, 
and havea being. The fish of the sea, the fowls of 
the air, and the beasts of the field, were made by the 
Lord, and by him were pronounced good. The pur- 
pose of the Almighty iti so doing was god, and the 
act itself was an exhibition of the same goodness whict: 
shines forth inevery other work of his hands or in his 
providence, 

But possibly from a hasty view of the subject, we 
may be ied to conclude. that goodness might be dis- 
piayed to better advantage in some other way, be- 
sides that of giving life to brutes that perish and are 
no'more.. When we survey the insect, whose exis- 
tence is but for a moment, or the faithful beast, whose 
neck isgalled by the voke of perpetual servitude, 
we are apt to conclude that non-existence would be 
preferable to such short-lived or imperfect enjoyment, 
or to the pains of cruel bondage. But such ideas are 
only evidences of our own shortsigitedness. For 
whatever we may think or say upon this subject, af- 
ter having admitted the fact, that God is good, it fol- 


lows that hé never gave life toany animal or insect, 


without so over-ruling the affairs connected with its 
existence as to producea ballance of enjoyment asa 
consequence of its existence. Judging from the 
outward appearance, we are inclined to suppose, that 
vast numbers of the brute creation, are subject to 
continual sensations of pain, and that, their existence 
is unquestionably a burden. But, could this supposi- 
tion be found correct, it would prove beyond the reach 
of doubt, the gift of existence, in such cases, an act 
of cruelty, the most sggravated imagiuable. What 
could justify an independent and all-pewerful being, 
in a work like this? He certainly could want no ad- 
dition to his eternal competence. He might as well, 
therefore; have left undone a work so disadvantagous 
to the creatures most deeply concerned in the event! 
From this, then, I conclude, that God’s goodness con- 
sists in giving life to all the variety of animals, insects, 
fish, and the feathered tribe for the purpose of there- 
by doing honor to himself by rendering their exis~ 
tence a blessing. 

But could it be demonstrated to my mind, that God 
ever made an insect, the extert of whose life was 60 
minutes; and that such insect endured sensations of 
pain 31 seconds, and pleasure but 29, it would con- 
vince me, that such insect would be raised to a hap- 
py immoitality hereafter ! Forunless the Animalcule, 
which finds a secure dwelling in a particle of sand 
should enjoy more pleasure than pain, it would affix 
to the character of Jchovah-a stigma, which the wa- 
ters of Jordan or the blood of ten thousand martyrs 
could never wash away ! 

Let it then, be, once demonstrated, that any being 
in the world, whether it be a king or an insect I care 
not,—let it be demonstrated I say, that any living 
creature was-ever afflicted in this life with ene mo- 
ment’s more pain than happiness, and I hold in my 
hand a rod to drive infidclity from the earth. For 
God is good, and nothing but cruelty could ever in- 
duce the Al.aighty to cutshort an existence until its 
possessor should be blessed. I might eularge upon 
this part of our subject but I forbear. 

2. The goodness of God consists iv giving life and 
intelligence to man. 

This proposition is uadeniable, since we have al- 
ready admitted that God is good. Fer no one will 
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deny the fact that God e @reated us, and that he con- 
stituted us living and rational beings. The case then, 
stands thus: The Lerd is infinitely good, he created 
us and not we ourselves ; therefore, he hath created 
us with a good designin view. Now, however widely 
mankind may differ in opinion in matters of specula- 
tive belief, there is no diversity of opinion upon this 
subject. All classesof men, more particularly ali 
classes of christians, maintain that the objeet and de- 
sign of our Creator When he made man was guod.;— 

All contention which has ever sprung from this sub- 
ject has not in reality been upon the question, “ was 
the design of God good in thecreation of man or not,” 
but it has been upon the question, ‘‘ what is good and 
what is evil.” ; 

Now, I contend, that mankind are qualified to 
judge correctly upon this subject ; they know what is 
good and what is evil; and if my hearers will lay 
aside their creeds for a few moments they will very 
svon come to a ratidnal conclusion upeén the matter 
of difference between reason and error. 

_ Now, I beg leave to ask my hearers a plain ques- 
tion. Can it be considered an act of goodness, to 
create an intelligent being under such circumstan- 
ces as will inevitably ensnre him endless misery ? No 
matter whether such misery shall be the effect of the 
creator’s decree, or the consequence of any inherent 
or acquired propensity of the one created. It is all 
the same. Forno matter by what cause the event 
is produced, it amounts to the same.. Now, my 
earnest desire is, to-lay aside every doctrinal consid- 
eration, until we have obtained a correct answer to 
this question. But I cannot conceive bow any can- 
did person cau avoi!l giving an unqualified negative 
inreply. There seems to me, to be no way to avoid 
the conclusion that it would be an evil act to do thus, 
unless we contend that the Creator did not know, 
when he created man, what would be the conse- 
quence. This is entirely inadmissible. For God is 
omnicient, and ofcourse knew from the beginning 
what the end would be. It is alsoadmitted on all hands, 
that, God had power to witbhold his band, or to cre- 
ate, as pleased him best. And now, with all this in 
view, I demand, once for all, would it havé been an 
act of goodness in the Almighty, to have created any 
intelligent being under any circumstances, which he 
knew would ensure his endless perdition? The an- 
swer must be no. 

But farther: We may apply the samerule to in- 
tellectual man, that has already been applied to the 
merely sensitive creation. We have seen that it 
would be an act fraught with much evil-to give exis- 
tence toan insect, which should be productive of 
more pain than pleasure. And I desire to know bow 
Deity can be justified in acts of cruelty towards in- 
telligent beings, when we should unitedly reprobate 
the act of so doing towards the brute création. 

But in order to put the subject beyond the reach of 
controversy we will suppose acase. We will sup- 
pose, that the ideal being ealled the Devil and Satan, 
had power to create an irtelligent being: What could 
he do, that should be more directly opposed to good- 
ness, than to create man on purpose to keep him a few 
days, to amuse himself, and then torment him to all 
eternity ? The heart of man cannot conceive of any 
thing to please the adversary of souls better than such 
employment ! It would, if we have a correct acccunt 
of the old Adversary, please him amazingly, to cause 
his creature to be partially bappy a few days, and 
then to render him positively miserable to all eterni- 
ty? And shall we accuse a good God of doing thus? Let 
us beware how we speakef his character. 

Thus we find, that the goodness of God cannot be 
said to consist in creating any being for misery eter- 
nal; but on the contrary, that it. does consist in pro- 


ducing intelligent beings, to enjoy huis favor and feast 
upon his bounty. If any thing is certain, these facts 
are so, and although thousands may reject them, yet 
they remain no less true. 

It is acorreet maxim, that we can learn only by 
comparison, we might extend these remarks stil! far- 
ther and learn that the goodness of God will be more 
abundantly exhibited in that better world, where sin 
and misery shall never enter todisturb the repose of 
the weary. If the goodness of our Creator is displays 
ed here on earth in promoting our happiness and that 
of every sensitive and rational being to a proper ex- 
tent; how much higher willit raise our gratitude, to 
receive at his hands, in anviher and better world, the 
gift of lifeand immortality ; and an inheritance with 
Christ, and the spirits of just men made perfect, of 
that salvation which we desire and hope yet to obtain ! 

While we'tabernacle here in dust and ashes, out 
of compassion to our weakness, but a small display of 
his goodness is made, lest a greater and more abun- 
dant disclosure of the eternal supply, should strike us 
down to the dust, and. render our desires too strong, 
to depart and be with God ! Wehave duties to per- 
form here, and before us isset the bright hope of 
eternal blessedness, to cheer our hearts while we 
journey along through time, and to encourage us in 
the noble work of imitating our God, by unceasing 
endeavors to promote the happiness of our fellow men. 

How cau we more effectually promote the'well-be- 
ing of our fellow men, than by frequently, earnestly, 
devoutly, and honestly speaking of the goodness of 
our heavenly Father, as now umerstood? Then, like 
faithful stewards, we should be obedient to the com- 
mands of our Lord, and the welcome plaudit “well 
done good and faithful servant” would be pronounced 
to every saint of God, in a manner calculated to 
reachour every heart, and fill our every soul with 
gladness. 

The reader will perceive, that as yet, I have only 
entered upon the threshold of our subject, the re 
mainder is detered, &c. 


Extract from a letter to the editor of the Gospel Ad- 
vocate, dated Howard, Steuben county, 1825. 

Dear Sir,—Having lately attended the funeral of 
a woman who died very’suddenly in this place, when 
the Speaker, a Methodist, laid great stress on his text, 
which was Heb. ix. 27, and there having been con- 
siderable excitement on the subject, occasianed prob- 
ably by his misapprehension of its meaning, we have 
concluded to reqnest your views of the passage. By 
complying with our request you will oblige a number 
of your readers in this part of the heritage of our 
common Lord. Yours, &. WILLIAM GOFF. 

REPLY. 

The passage referred to reads thus; “ And as it is 
appointed unto men once to die, and after this the 
judgment;+——. The reader will at once discover 
that the text as now quoted ic quite imperfect. The 
conjunction ‘and at the beginnng connects it with 
some preceding remarks of the apostle, and the weak- 
est capacity willascertaia the fact that the sentence is 
incomplete without the succeeding words of the 28th 
verse. This passage has been often mutilated by the 
ignorant and designing, probably for the purpose of 
sustaining the notion of a judgment after the resur- 
rection of mankind from the dead; which, as-I con- 
ceive, is not taught in the scriptures. 

The apostle in bis letter to his Hebrew brethren in- 
dulges in a comparison of the types, shadows, and or- 
dinances of the first covenant, with the spiritual and 





eternal priesthood of our Lord Jesus Christ; from 
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which it appears, that it was appointed in the former , 
dispensation for the priests to enter into the first tab- 
ernacle, on certain orcazions, to perform the service 
of the sanctuary. But into the second, or holiest of 
all, the high priest alone went once every year, not 
without blood, which he offered for himself, and for 
the errors of the people. This being an office of di- 
vine appointment, it is properly said that it was ap- 
pointed unto them once to die, or to die once a year, 
which death was by proxy; thehcly spirit this signi- 
fying, that the way into the holiest of all was not 
then made manifest. That it is proper to say of the 
high priests that they died in this sense, is evident 
from the Sth verse of chap. 7, which says; “And 
here [under.the old dispensation] men that die re- 
ceive tythes, but there, [under the new covenant) he 
{tbe Mediator] receiveth them, of whom it is witnes- 
sed that he liveth.” If the reader should object to 
this opinion, we ask what Sense shall we attach to 
the passage last quoted? 

But our opinion is sustained by the context. The 
apostle saith, ver. 24, 25, “For Christ is nol entered 
into the holy places made with hands, which are the 
figures of the true; but into heaven itself, now to ap- 
pear in the presence of God for us; nor yet that he 
should offer himself offen, as the high priest entereth 
into the holy place every year with blood of others :” 
Why? See ver: 6. “For then must he often have 
suffered since the foundation of the world: but now 
once, in the end of the world, hath be appeared, to 
put away sin by the sacrifice of himself.” Now comes 
the text under consideration, which is evidently a 
continuation of the same subject. .* And as it is ap. 
pointed unto men [priests under the law] once to 
die [to die once a year] but afier this the judg- 
meat, so Christ was once offered to bear the sins of 
many; and unto them that look for him shall he ap- 
pear the second time, without sin unto salvation.” 

The above explanation is authorised by the whole 
connexion in which the passage stands, and is the on- 
ly ove that appears to us consistent or reasonable. — 
Should any one feel disposed to object to our views* 
the columns of the Advocate are open for the recep- 
tion of their opinions. 


If any doubts should arise on the subject of the’ 


judgment after the death above meritioned, it will on. 
ly be necessary for the reader to ascertain what the 
nature of that judgment was which took piace imme- 
diately after the sacrifice offered by the high priest 
under the old dispensation. A little attention bestow- 
ed on the subject will produce in the candid mind a 
full conviction, that it was the judgment of acquittal 
or justification. That strikingly illustrates the judg- 
ment of Christ, which commenced when he appeared 
the second time without a sin-offering unto salvation. 
That he did appear in this manner, during the life- 
time of some of his disciples, is evident from Matt. 
Xvi. 27, 28, and from many other plain and unequiv- 
ocal declarations of the inspired penmen. ‘These 
hints will lead the mind toa candid consideration 
of the subject, which, though it has been oftep per- 
verted, yet remains the same interesting and sub- 
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lime annunciation of the impartial love and wisdom 
of our Father in heaven. ; 





THE REVIV. GAIN. 

It appears from the tumult in the camp Of supersti- 
tion, that an article on the subject of revivals, w hich 
appeared in the Gospel. Advocate two weeks since, 
has taken effect. From the fluttering among the self- 
styled pious we conclude some Yihem have been 
wounded; and while we pie at they should ex- 
perience aby pain on our nt, we Cannot avoid 
feeling somewhat encouraged at. the prospect of their 
being ultimately benefitted by our interposition in 
their bebalf. We surely intended to do them good, 
and if report speaks the truth some of them have im- 
proved from the lesson heretofare given on this reviv- 
ing subject. It has been hinted to us, that certain 
‘ subjects of the revival’ have improved in their man- 
ner of relating their “ experience,” and it has been 
sagely prognosticated that ove or two intend to res- 
tore four-fold fur former injuries done their neighbors. 
Such an event would be hailed with much satisfac- 
tion by certain individuals who have Sustained some 
little inconvenience from their former conduct, as a 
glorious result of the revival. But should any of the 
* converts” neglect or refuse to do thus, it is to be 
feared that their repentance will be estimated below 
par, 

We understand that certain * friends” of ours, who 
have heretof.re been strangely employed in promot- 
ing our welfare, are piously apprehensive, that the ar- 
ticle on “ the revival” has occasioned the loss of some 
of our “best friends,” which to them [the orthodox] 
appears to be a great pity! When this intelligence 
first came to our ears, we felt strangely sorrowful, 
for it is quite distressing to lose such friends—those 
who have been so very anxious to promote our happi- 
ness and earthly welfare. But there appears to bein 
all thisa solecism. The good * friends” whom we 
have lost, we find, are pretty uniformly of the ortho- 
dox stamp, who have for three years past endeavored, 
in every possible manner, to injure the cause of uni- 
versalism and the characters ofits professors. They 
now appear to be under much “ concern of mind” for 
our welfare! How strange! What a pity it is that 
we have so long been ignorant of the number of our 
‘ best friends ! !” 

But we have been accused of some things of which 
we arenotguilty. A “certain” man, whomay have 
the property but not the wisdom ofa Franklin, accu- 
ses us, in a technical language which appears to be 
peculiar to himself and oihers of like precious calling, 
of * dealing” out our censures in an indiscriminate 
manner upon all the orthodox, without respect of 
persons. Now we take this opportunity to declare, 
that no such thing was intended. We made an hon- 
orable exception of all candid and judicious believers 
in limited and partial grace. We aimed a blow at 
those frantic proceedings denominated ‘ revivals,” 
which we know to be pernicious. And we are con- 
fident that our opinion corresponds with that ef most 
candid and judicious christians. We are not alone, 
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for our views accotd with those of some of the most 
eminent preachers of the calvinistic faith in Ameri- 
ca, and throughout Europe. 

That our former remarks were literally true, is 
demonstrated by the conduct. of certain individuals 
subsequent to the time when they were published.— 
An honorable lady, whose age entitles her to our 
highest respect, has been known to express much 
concern for the éoul ef a young man in this village ; 
and finding that hér own feeling eloquence was not 
sufficiently enticing to-wim his heart to Christ, she re- 
sorted to other means, which, we learn, are likely to 
do the work. Asif the value of the body was taken 
into the account with that of the * inner man,” the 
young gentleman was piously told, that a certain 
youthful female was also much concerned for his wel- 
fare! We shall be surprised ifhe does not “ obtain 
a hope.” ity 

That the promoters of the revival do emphatically 
‘* creep into houses” and endeavor to ‘lead captive 
silly women laden with sins,” is evident ‘from their 
conduct. Wecan refer the reader to many instan- 
ces where they have watched the departure of the 
husband, and have “ crept in unawares” to deal with 
the wife. Were it not for the delicacy of the indi- 
viduals whcse domestic happitess bas been thus intru- 
ded upon, we could call names, and refer to facts be. 
yond the reach of contradiciion, to prove that cleri- 
cal soul-savers, like the frogs of Egypt, have sorely 
annoyed respectable females and innocent children 
in the absence of husbands and parents. 


It remains to be seen whether the subjects of. the 
revival have been made better or not. If they res- 
tore four fold to those who may have been heretofore 
iujured by some of them, we shall embrace the first 
opportunity to give them and the revival full credit 
for so much well and tru!y done and performed ; but 
if they think proper to continue on, and tender re- 
pentance without works as a set off, we shall hold fast 
to our former opinions. We say to all, whether 
friends or foes, that, ifwe are not deceived, we have 
no feelings that are in the least degree hostile to any 
person whatever, and that we are decidedly in favor 
ofa reformation in the morals ofcommunity ; but we 
emphatically declare, that in our opinion revivals of 
fanaticism and bigotry are detrimental te the cause 
of vital religion, and therefore will be exposed, so 
long as we remain a friend to God and men. 

If any of our real friends are alarmed about the 
consequences of our opposition, to the excitement in 
this village, that may accrue so us, we beg of them tv 
“ fearnot.” Iftruth is tobe concealed we shall leave 
the task of disguising it to some “fearful and unbe- 
lieving” soul, who dare not speak plainly his opinion. 
If we are right, God will sustain us—ifwe are wrong 
we desire tobe convinced of Our error; but the loss 
of friends, the fear of man, the hatred of enthusiasts, 
or the sneers of prejudice, will never deter us from 
doing what we think is our duty. We are aware 
that some have endeavored to make our friends be- 
lieve that the writer of this. article has injured him 
self by exposing the nefarious practices of the revival- 


makers; but we have received such unqualified as. 
surances of a contrary fact, that we are constrained 
to put their statements to the above effect down on 
the catalogue of pious frauds. A number of highly 
respectable individuals of this village and vicinity 
have expressed, in the most unqualified terms, their 
approbation of the measures we have adopted, From 
among many testimonials of the favorable light in 
which the enligh‘ened part of community view our 
endeavors, we select tle following note from a gen- 


tleman of the most unimpeachable candor and vera~ 
city, residing in this town. 
Buffalo, March 15, 1826. 

Mr. Everetr 

Dear Sir :— Although differing in many featuresof 
belief widely from yourself, and not therefore, anx- 
ious to see the spread of your peculiar views, still, up- 
on one point, at least, I so far agree with you that I 
cannot withhold my approbation of the course you 
have pursued in relation to it. I allude to the arti- 
cle in a late number of the Gospel Advocate, which 
aveidentally came into my hands, on the subject of 
«the Revival.” That production is worthy of being 
‘remembered, as calculated to call reflecting minds 
from the dark cells of superstition; and I cannot, while 
I condemn much of your writing, for sentiments I dis- 
approve, withhold my unqualified commendation of 
that production. It is one that will long cause in 
my breast, at least, a warm feeling of gratitude to- 
wards its author for having thus boldly stepped forth 
in defence of the christian morals of our village. 

Yours, && 


If any thing more were necessary to excite a spirit 
of untiring perseverance, it is furnished in the ap- 
proval of a good conscience. We shall therefore go 
forward in the path ofduty, without the hope of re- 
ward from those whose deeds of darkness we expose 
or the undeserved smiles of our ‘‘ best friends.” One 
year from this date we shall be told, if living, that our 
present intentious, though evil spoken of, at this time 
have been the means of doing good. Andif, before 
thac time. we are called from this vale of tears, let the 
gratitude of those who may be saved from the fangs 
of a devouring priesthood, dictate the humble epi- 
taph, ("Here lies the man who dared to speak the 
truth. 


The following, from the Philad. Reformer, disclos- 
es the plan of Parson Smith, of Lewiston, for build- 


ing presbyterian meeting houses. We have before 
exposed this pious fraud, and presume his attempt at 
deception will be defeated. 


ANOTHER NEW PROJECT. 

A Missionary in the western part of the 
State of New York, proposes, in a late num- 
ber of the Boston Recorder, the formation of 
a “ Benevolent Society,” to loan money to as- 
sist newly settled towns in erecting “ houses of 
worship.” Payment afterwards to be made b 
the sale of “ slips,” or pews, “at 30 or 50 dol- 
lars each ;” and also a salary raised of $600 
per ann. for a preacher, by an avarage rent of 
$6 each, “ Let $100,000,” says he, “ be thus 
employed, and 100 churches might be erected. 
ina year.” Signed,“ D. M, Smith.” 








